
 

“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is worthy of 
respect, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 
is commendable, if something is excellent or praiseworthy, think about 
these things. And what you learned and received and heard and saw in 
me, do these things. And the God of peace will be with you.” 

                                    —Philippians 4:8-9 (NET Bible)

Spring Men’s Retreat great success 

Gathering at the 
beautiful Cross Wind 
Conference Center in 
Hesston, 39 men 
enjoyed excellent 
singing, worship, food, 
fellowship and 
teaching. Our speaker, 
James Carter, Kansas 
City Navigators City 
Director, shared many 
great insights from 
scripture and his own personal walk as he spoke 
on “Making Disciples Like Jesus.”  

“Encouraging,” “enjoyed the fellowship,” “good 
to get to know people,” “got some ideas to 
think about,” “great teaching from God’s Word,” 
were a few of the comments made. The video 
and audio recordings with handouts will be 
available on our website in the next several 
weeks. Join our email list to be notified.  
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Update from 

Making Disciples 
Naturally Podcast 

David Wooddell: Principles 
for being “sent ones”  

April 13, 20, 27 
Larry Beck on how to study 
God’s Word: May 4, 11,18 
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The Joy of  the Lord 
See the article 

 by Richard Spann 
on page 3 

Mark your calendars for our 
Fall Conference  
October 5, 2024 

Special guest speaker:  
Bill Mowry, Navigator and 
author of “The Way of the 

Alongsider,” “Walk with Me” 
and other books and 

resources.

(Scripture quoted by permission. All scripture 
quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from 
the NET Bible. “The Scriptures quoted are from the NET 
Bible® http://netbible.com copyright ©1996, 2019 used 
with permission from Biblical Studies Press, L.L.C. All 
rights reserved”)

You are an 
insider! 
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Mankind has always had a desire to label people, to understand, and to relate to them differently depending upon the label 
chosen.  The obvious differences are those of nationality, race and gender.  In addition to these, temperament theory found its 
expression in the Greek physician Hippocrates (460-370 BC), and in Galen (AD 129-200).  The latter differentiated people into 
four types:  sanguine (optimistic and social), choleric (short-tempered or irritable), melancholic (analytical and quiet), and 
phlegmatic (relaxed and peaceful).  In our modern times, Dr. Gary Smalley used animal characteristics to define individuals as 
being beavers, otters, lions or golden retrievers.  The Myers Briggs Type Indicator (MPTI) gives us sixteen personality types 
such as the idealist, and the performer etc. Perhaps the most interesting one I have heard, however, is one coined by one of my 
medical partners.  He stated that, in his opinion, there were two kinds of people in the world, those who have headaches and 
those who give other people headaches!   

Returning again to Jim’s statement, I am impressed with the importance of how we view others.  Our assessment of who they 
are and what they are like is a strong determinant of how we interact with them.  Viewing people as either needing to know 
Christ or needing to know Him better will produce intentionality in our relationships with them.  As we keep this question “Does 
this person know Christ?” before us daily, we are better able to discern the Lord’s will in our interaction with them.   

Knowing that everyone we meet either needs to know Christ or to know Him better enables us to focus on the word of God, 
prayer, and our relationships with these individuals to the end that we are able to say the following with the Apostle Paul in 
Colossians 1:28-29. (Phillips Translation)  “So, naturally, we proclaim Christ!  We warn everyone we meet, and we teach 
everyone we can, all that we know about him, so that, if possible, we may bring every man up to his full maturity in Christ.  This 
is what I am working at all the time, with all the strength that God gives me.”    

In Christ, Richard Spann   
    

The Insider 

The subtitle to this inspiring and 
practical book by Jim Petersen 
and Mike Shamy is “Bringing 
the Kingdom of God Into Your 
Everyday World.” The premise 
of the book is that God has 
placed each of us, ordinary 
people, in strategic places 
through our natural connections 
with people to reach them for 
the Lord. 


Do you have a burning vision 
for reaching the lost and 
helping them take the next step 
in believing in Jesus for eternal 
life? Do you have a burning 
desire to see people grow in 
their relationship to Christ and 
have Him live His life through 
them in ever-deeper ways? This 
book is for you!


 


The first part of the book covers the 
groundwork for this process, from our call, 
to development of the vision for reaching 
others, to what an “Insider” role looks like. 
The next section openly addresses the 
obstacles and inadequacies we all face — 
fear of reaching out, feelings of isolation, 
time demands and our personal foibles 
and challenges. They address the 
question, “Can God really use me?” 


Finally, the last seven chapters are very 
practical as the authors cover various “life 
patterns” of an Insider. These include 
taking little initiatives, praying and 
responding, serving others, how to talk 
about your faith, the use of God’s Word in 
this process and helping someone 
discover the truth of who Jesus is and 
believing in Him alone for eternal life. 


I urge you to check this classic little book     

                   out. You can order it here from NavPress. 


Goads and Nails
“There are two kinds of people in the world. 
Those who need to know Christ and those who 
need to know Him better.” — Jim Morris

                                — Vol. 3 pages 67-70


By Richard Spann

https://www.navpress.com/p/the-insider/5603/e-book


“"This hard place in which you perhaps find yourself is the very place in which God is giving 
you opportunity to look only to Him, to spend time in prayer, and to learn long-suffering, 
gentleness, meekness - in short, to learn the depths of the love that Christ Himself has 
poured out on all of us." ~ Elisabeth Elliot, quote found at https://www.azquotes.com/author/
17940-Elisabeth_Elliot

The Joy of the Lord by Richard Spann


     Some time ago I sat down with a friend to enjoy lunch together.   After we finished eating and discussing 
the usual items during conversation, we decided to have a short time of prayer together.  As we began to 
discuss these items, he leaned forward with a troubled look on his face and said, “I have lost my joy.”  I could 
tell from his expression and the tone of his voice that his statement was heartfelt.  It was not merely a passing 
concern.  It reflected a deep realization of a need in his life that was not being met.  After we prayed and 
parted our ways I began to reflect on the meaning of joy, as well as God’s means of restoring joy in our lives.  


     Webster’s dictionary defines joy as “the emotion 
excited by the acquisition or expectation of good, 
gladness, or delight.”  It is also characterized by “a state 
of happiness or bliss.”  The scriptures have much to say 
about what produces the acquisition or expectation of 
this emotion.  It is of more than passing interest that four 
items mentioned in the scriptures producing joy are 
included in the Navigator Wheel Illustration!   


     The first two of these are given to us directly by our 
Lord.  They both have to do with our vertical dimension in 
life, that is, with our relationship with Him.  They were 
both mentioned during the walk to Gethsemane after the 
Passover meal in the upper room.  One of these is found 
in John 16:24.  “Until now you have not asked for 
anything in my name.  Ask and you will receive, and your 
joy will be complete.”  Our Lord desires to see the delight and gladness produced in our lives by answers to 
prayer.  By this instruction, he acknowledges the need for and benefit of joy in our lives.  He has given us 
prayer as one means of assuring that this need for joy is met in us.


     A little earlier in the journey from the upper room the Lord told his disciples that they were to be 
beneficiaries of His joy through another source.  His words to them in John 15:11 were as follows: “I have told 
you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”  The Living Word has given us the 
written word so that His joy may be in us and that our joy would be complete.  What a promise!  He enables 
us, by that promise, to come confidently to the scriptures where His joy is to be manifested in us. 


    The horizontal section of the Navigator Wheel depicts our relationship with others.  In the scriptures we find 
that our relationships with both the lost in sin and those saved by grace are designed to bring us joy.  Those 
who need to know Christ as well as those who need to know Him better are used by the Lord to produce joy 
in our lives.  In Psalm 126:6 we read, “He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs 
of joy, carrying sheaves with him.”  The joy we have in our hearts when someone comes to Christ with whom 
we have shared the Gospel is unforgettable.  Even the angels, scriptures say, rejoice with us!      


     The Lord has also provided another pathway by which we receive joy.  That joy is to be experienced in our 
relationships with other Christians.  “We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may 
have fellowship with us.  And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.  We write this to 
make our joy complete.”  (I John 1:3-4)   The Lord has designed us to be one body, caring for and supporting 
one another.  The function of all the parts together is created to produce joy in our relationships with one 
another.                                                     (Continued on next page.) 



The Joy of the Lord (continued)

     Many years ago, while working in my hospital office, I began looking at the topics of both joy and peace.  
After some time in the scriptures and prayer, I was lead to the thought that ”joy is not the absence of sorrow, 
nor is peace the absence of problems, but both joy and peace are simply the presence of the Lord.”  I have 
remembered that since.  I also recall from the sermons of G. Campbell Morgan some helpful thoughts about 
joy.  One of these was from a sermon on Galatians 5:22-23.  He was describing the one fruit which is love.  
The other words that followed were different attributes of love.  His analysis, then, of joy was that it was the 
“consciousness of God’s love.”  I have found that to be helpful to me as well.  In another of his sermons 
Morgan made this 
comment.  “Our joy is 
in proportion to our 
trust in God.  To 
know Him is to trust 
Him.”  I have found 
over the years since 
reading those 
comments that as my 
knowledge of God 
increased, so my joy 
increased as well.  
The most powerful 
message to us about 
joy, however, is 
contained in the 
verse which launched 
our consideration of 
joy, Nehemiah 8:10.   


     What all does the 
term “Joy of the 
Lord” imply?  In 
Hebrews 12:2 we are 
told that He endured 
the cross for the joy 
set before Him.  G. Campbell Morgan states that in Philippians 2:5-8, the consciousness of the mind of 
Christ was one of joy, as He demonstrated His self-sacrificial love for us.  We are not instructed to imitate or 
to emulate His life.  We have no capacity to do so.  We are but to receive His life, and to receive His mind 
that was described in Philippians 2:5-8.  We are invited to join, by His grace, in the consciousness of His joy 
as His life (and ours) is poured out for others.  He is asking us to join with Him in this joy.  The ultimate joy, 
then, comes from our knowledge and trust we have in Him, from His presence, from the consciousness of 
His love for us and from our union with Him.  This joy is our birthright since we are joined to Him by the 
Grace of God. (I Corinthians 1:30)  This is the joy that the Lord desires for my friend who has lost his joy.  
This is the joy that I have been praying that he would come to understand and receive.  This is, indeed, what 
our Lord desires for each one of us.  May His joy fill your hearts and minds and sustain you fully until the day 
when you see Him face to face.  


In Christ, Richard Spann  


“A man … would have gone through as big a change as a statue which changed from being a 
carved stone to being a real man. And that is precisely what Christianity is about. This world is 
a great sculptor’s shop. We are the statues and there is a rumor going round the shop that 
some of us are some day going to come to life.” — C.S.Lewis in “Mere Christianity,” Pub. by 
HarperOne, © 1952, Copyright renewed 1980, C.S. Lewis Pte. Ltd., p. 159


